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Abstract

This article reconstructs the process by which the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) came to adopt a hybrid
operational doctrine fusing the method of the U.S. Army with that of the former Imperial Japanese Army. Drawing on
primary sources and the official studies of Japan's National Institute for Defense Studies—chiefly the work of
Kuzuhara Kazumi and Higuchi Shunsaku—it traces five phases: the premise (the former army's self-criticism after
defeat), the wholesale transplantation of the American model through the National Police Reserve created in 1950,
the reception of American operational thought, its institutionalization from the translated manual Sakusen Gensoku
(1952) to the Yagai-rei (1957, 1968), and the settlement of the dispute between Japanese-style and American-style
tactics. The decisive moment came in September 1961, when a heated debate at the GSDF Staff College between
Imoto Kumao and Shingu Yota was adjudicated by Chief of Staff Sugita Ichiji in favour of the American method. The
article argues that the resulting hybrid possessed a two-layered structure: American in form—tactical reasoning,
staff procedure, and the principles of war—yet Japanese in its substratum, namely the priority of homeland defence
and an authority-bound view of knowledge inherited from the Imperial Army. This structure was not an imposed
transplant but a self-reform undertaken by the former-army generation itself, and it bequeathed both the asset of an
indigenous homeland-defence orientation and the liability of a doctrine received as immutable principle rather than
as a hypothesis open to criticism and revision.
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BZELEA, Toh—Y—([EHhEELEERERER P HREKET 2T+ 1EMELT,

8
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Mo BAANBEISE . 5R10BA0ALEE - FROBEEEESE TV YvPVI/BH ., BEHBR
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AARTRBOAHEEIRIEBINA T,

PELE, ZAE, KEFEIXENABEEDNSUREBEELDDE—AREFAFAARICHBEIE, VPO [IEEFRTELLL
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KMoz, F—HAREMERAE MM AR L195145F6 A IR R (ABR) ITAKLT=,

“ELE. ZOE, KIEBROERICIEFHERATOXENERF LIz, ATILRX— FIEE. _——HSHE,
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