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Abstract

This paper examines the postwar trajectory of the so-called “Hattori Group™—the network of former senior
staff officers of the Imperial Japanese Army centered on Hattori Takushiro—drawing on primary sources and
the scholarship of Japan’s National Institute for Defense Studies. Rather than a confessional discussion
circle, the group functioned as an institutional, practically oriented body that simultaneously compiled war
history, researched rearmament, and distilled the doctrinal lessons of defeat. Its products include the
semi-official Complete History of the Greater East Asia War, a seventeen-point doctrinal reflection on
defeat, and the 102-volume official war history Senshi Sosho. Although Hattori himself never entered the
postwar forces—blocked by Yoshida Shigeru and former Home Ministry bureaucrats—many members
joined the Ground Self-Defense Force and the Defense Agency’'s War History Office as officers and
historians, carrying forward their operational thought and archives. A comparison with the Navy’s “Reflection
Meetings” shows that the Japanese officer corps reckoned with defeat in two distinct modes: the
contemporaneous, institutional research of the Army, and the oral, confessional retrospection of the Navy
four decades later.

Keywords: Hattori Takushird; Hattori Agency; rearmament; National Police Reserve; Senshi Sosho; Navy
Reflection Meetings; Ground Self-Defense Force
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