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Abstract

Drawing chiefly on the CIA name files declassified under the Japanese Imperial Government Disclosure
Act (2000) and held at the U.S. National Archives (RG263), this article reexamines the postwar trajectories
of former Imperial Japanese Army elites whom the CIA tracked and recorded. Focusing on Hattori
Takushird, Tsuji Masanobu, Kodama Yoshio, Arisue Seizd, and Kawabe Torashird, it argues that the Agency
rated these former officers as unreliable intelligence assets—“the intelligence that wasn’t’—and that, partly
for this reason, their influence on Japanese rearmament was marginalized rather than institutionalized.
Reading the abortive 1952 “Hattori coup” rumor against the documents, the article concludes that no
Japanese counterpart to the Gehlen Organization ever took shape.

Keywords: CIA name files; occupation-era intelligence; Hattori Takushird; coup rumor; rearmament;
founding of the Self-Defense Forces
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2CIASREZE (19525 10A318) , APRES | AIZ& %, [R3XIE “Since the beginning of July 1952, plans for a coup
d'etat have been initiated among a group of ex-purgees including former military officers. The leader of the group
is ex-Colonel Hattori Takushiro.”

BEIERE , [RXIL “The original plan of the group was to engineer a coup d'etat, including the assassination of
Prime Minister Yoshida Shigeru on account of his hostile attitude toward depurgees and nationalists.”

YAPHRIE, RRTHRO—IREDFA. BEIUTE+BADOXEFIEWSERIE, WTAECIAXE R DIEE (reportedly)
ELTHRLELEN TS,

*Petersen, op. cit. JRX [ “Tsuji convinced Hattori to hold off his coup d'etat as long as the conservatives (of the
ironically named Liberal Party) were in power.” %1%, SCAPORELBELBCAMBERE (FH) A, BATRELE
BAEVEILEREDO—AGH [C&oTFoNTz, LV RAGERAELT -,
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. RE—IRIET TITRABEEEE K SI-TYIRICH>T=. E_IZ. CIABEMEHEZ . REINDSF
THoITiBETE TV EA o -AIREEL B XEICHEHEHEAN ZGRL S,

L=htoT, SO —T4—5tE 1%, ERAREOBEVEFHERLEL THECDLBAKXETFHETHA
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%, LTV ENAELGHERFETIFILRL CIAAXEICERTEEDERKMEEL - TEON TV EEE
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21+ T1950F IS ERF B RIBEN. 19524 (SRR, 1954612 BEBALRMEENZZ 0BT
£, IBEADLBE D HEADBIETLH 1= (H5),

BCIANZ (195244 18H) , AP#RES| FH, JRX (X “The government attitude toward the Hattori group has been
increasingly antagonistic, and the group has lost influence since the departure of General Willoughby.”
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